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January 27, 2022

Board of Education
School District No. 8
811 Stanley Street
Nelson BC V1L 1N8

Dear School Trustees,

Our membership has expressed concerns and has asked to have them relayed to you in a letter.
Namely, they are uncomfortable and somewhat embarrassed that school district 8, their
employer, used their website as a platform to actively campaign against a school trustee during
the October municipal/school board elections. They are further upset that the school district ran
what they consider to be a smear campaign in the media against this same trustee at this same
time. If the information provided was truly in the public interest, the school district should have
made the information public at the time the event occurred.

While individuals have the right to vote their conscience and to engage in political activities, the
KLTF believes that educational institutions are non-partisan and as such, neither the board of
education, nor management of the district should use their positions to engage in activities in an
attempt influence the outcome of an election. The school district’s role is to support student
success, not advance or deter individual political campaigns.

We are not alone in this belief. During our research, we discovered that there are school districts
and independent schools that have policies, regulations, and/or protocol to guide behavior during
elections. As such, we request that the trustees consider developing such a policy for school
district 8 and we would hope that all stakeholder groups be consulted in this process.

We sincerely appreciate your consideration of this request.

Best regards,

Carle Wilson

Carla Wilson
Co-President — KLTF



